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Summary of reasons 
for classification: 

The DVD entitled Raping !is classified as: 

Objectionable. 

The DVD is deemed to be objectionable because of the way that it deals with sexual 
violence. 

The publication contains a feature with a running time of just over 69 minutes. The 
feature has minimal plot, and is based around six situations involving sexual violence, most 
of them focussing on the rape of the same female character. The presentation of rape in 
this manner as entertainment, the minimisation of the seriousness of sexual violence, and 
its association with consensual sex within the feature mean that the publication as a whole 
normalises sexual violence. 

The classification of objectionable interferes with adults' freedom of expression as set out 
in the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1993. However, this right needs to be balanced 
against the likely injury to the public good from making available a publication that 
promotes attitudes towards sexual violence that most New Zealanders would find 
disturbing and unacceptable. The classification of objectionable reflects the concerns of 
New Zealand's democratic society, as set out by Parliament in the Films, Videos, and 
Publications Classification Act 1993, that such publications should not be available. This 
is the minimum restriction that can be applied to prevent injury to the public good. 
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